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John McCain Responds to CCAGW'’s Challenge to
Candidates

The Democratic-controlled Congress recently sent the President an omnibus spending
bill that is just more business as usual in Washington. Democrats claimed they’d
“reform” Washington; but a review of the bill, which contained over 9000 earmarks
totaling billions in wasteful spending, reveals the truth.

That bill is now the law of the land — and a national embarrassment. It is time to send
Washington a message: No Earmarks. Not 9,000. Not 1. Zero. Zero is the right
number of earmarks, and no is always the answer to wasteful spending.

Since Ronald Reagan left office, government spending adjusted for inflation has
increased $2,500 for every man, woman and child in the country. Wasteful spending
has gone from irresponsible to indefensible. And we’re not spending it on programs that
are any more effective than they were twenty years ago.

| have fought against waste and pork barrel spending for years. It has often been a
lonely fight, but a good one, and one | intend to continue as president. | am grateful for
all the work the Citizens Against Government Waste has done to expose wasteful
spending in Washington.

The presidency has many powers. One of the most useful is the veto pen. | believe the
president should have the line item veto as 43 governors have, and | will continue the
fight to get it. But | will not wait for it. As president, my agencies will never have to
struggle to understand Congress’ earmarking intentions. | will veto every single pork
barrel bill Congress sends to my desk. If Congress continues to send them to me, | will
use the bully pulpit to make the people who are wasting our tax dollars famous.

The time has come for Washington to devote valuable taxpayers’ dollars on genuine
national priorities.
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